
COUNCIL

At a meeting of the Council on Wednesday, 10 July 2019 in the Council Chamber, 
Runcorn Town Hall

Present: Councillors Horabin, Baker, J. Bradshaw, M. Bradshaw, D. Cargill, 
E. Cargill, Carlin, Dennett, Dourley, Fry, Gilligan, Harris, P. Hignett, R. Hignett, 
S. Hill, V. Hill, Howard, Jones, M. Lloyd Jones, P. Lloyd Jones, C. Loftus, 
K. Loftus, Logan, A. Lowe, J. Lowe, MacManus, McDermott, A. McInerney, 
T. McInerney, Morley, Nelson, Nolan, Philbin, Polhill, C. Plumpton Walsh, 
N. Plumpton Walsh, Ratcliffe, Joe Roberts, June Roberts, Rowe, Sinnott, 
G. Stockton, J. Stockton, Thompson, Wall, Wallace, Wharton, Whitley, Woolfall, 
Wright and Zygadllo 

Apologies for Absence: Councillors  Abbott, Cassidy, Leck, Teeling and 
Wainwright

Absence declared on Council business: None

Officers present: D. Parr, I. Leivesley, M. Reaney, A. Scott and A. Jones

Also in attendance: Five members of the public

Action
MINUTE'S SILENCE

The Council stood for a minute’s silence in memory of 
former Councillor David Reynolds, who had represented the 
Farnworth Ward until 2004.

COU15 COUNCIL MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 17 
May 2019 were taken as read and signed as a correct 
record.

COU16 LEADER'S REPORT

The Leader made the following announcements:-

 The Council continued to deal with the 
challenging budget situation where 
approximately £12m of savings were needed 
to balance the budget for 2020/21; and

 He reported on the expected announcement 
by the Boundary Commission for England in 
September 2019, on proposals for the Ward 
Boundary Review.



(N.B. Councillors Polhill and Wharton declared a Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interest in the item of business at EXB 115, as they were 
both Non-Executive Directors of the Mersey Gateway Crossings 
Board)

COU17 MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Council considered the minutes of the Executive 
Board meetings on 14 March 2019, 22 March 2019, 11 April 
2019, 14 May 2019 and 13 June 2019.

All of the minutes were moved and seconded by 
Councillors Polhill and Wharton respectively, with the 
exception of Minute EXB 115 (11 April 2019), where they 
had both made a declaration. This minute was therefore 
moved and seconded by Councillors S.Hill and T. McInerney 
respectively.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be received.

COU18 MINUTES OF THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD

The Council considered the minutes of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board meeting on 27 March 2019.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be received.

COU19 QUESTIONS ASKED UNDER STANDING ORDER 8

It was noted that that no questions had been received 
under Standing Order No.8.

COU20 CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2019/20 TO 2021/22 (MINUTE 
EXB 8 REFERS)

The Council considered a report of the Operational 
Director, Finance, on the 2019/20 to 2021/22 Capital 
Programme.

RESOLVED: That the updated Capital Programme 
for 2019/22, including forecast spend and funding, as set out 
in Table 1 and Table 2 attached to the report, be approved.

Operational 
Director - Finance 

COU21 ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE POLICY AND 
PERFORMANCE BOARDS

The Council considered the report of the Scrutiny Co-
ordinator, outlining the Annual Reports for each of the Policy 
and Performance Boards for 2018/19, which had been 



submitted and which outlined their work and made 
recommendations for future work programmes.

RESOLVED: That the 2018/19 Annual Reports, 
submitted from the Policy and Performance Boards, be 
received.

COU22 STANDARDS COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT (MINUTE 
STC 3 REFERS)

Standards Committee had considered the report of 
the Operational Director, Legal and Democratic 
Services/Monitoring Officer, which summarised the work of 
the Standards Committee in its annual Report.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 

(N.B. Councillor Rowe declared a potential Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interest in the following item of business as a potential nominee for 
the position)

COU23 APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES 2019/20

Nominations were invited for the position of 
Opposition Member on the Liverpool City Region Transport 
Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor Ratcliffe and seconded 
by Councillor G. Stockton that Councillor Rowe be 
appointed.

RESOLVED: That the appointment of Councillor  
Rowe as the Opposition Representative on the Liverpool 
City Region Transport Committee be approved.

Chief Executive 

COU24 MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND PERFORMANCE 
BOARDS AND THE BUSINESS EFFICIENCY BOARD

The Council considered the reports of the following 
Boards in the period since the meeting of Council on 6 
March 2019:-

 Children, Young People and Families;
 Health;
 Safer;
 Environment and Urban Renewal;
 Corporate Services; and 
 Business Efficiency.

In respect of Minute CYP8 on the Children, Young 



People and Families Policy and Performance Board, the 
Chair, Councillor Dennett thanked the Officers that had been 
involved in securing a sum of money from the Early 
Outcomes Fund. He also thanked the Mayor, Councillor 
Margaret Horabin for her work and dedication during her 
thirteen years of membership of the Board.

COU25 COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Council considered the reports of the following 
Committees in the period since the meeting of Council on 6 
March 2019:-

 Development Control;
 Regulatory; and 
 Appeals Panel.

COU26 SCHEDULE 12A OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 
AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION) ACT 1985

Council considered:

(1) whether Members of the press and public 
should be excluded from the meeting of the 
Board during consideration of the following 
item of business in accordance with Sub-
Section 4 of Section 100A of the Local 
Government Act 1972 because it was likely 
that, in view of the nature of the business to 
be considered, exempt information would 
be disclosed, being information defined in 
Section 100 (1) and paragraph 3 of 
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972; and

(2) whether the disclosure of information was 
in the public interest, whether any relevant 
exemptions were applicable and whether, 
when applying the public interest test and 
exemptions, the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighed that 
in disclosing the information.

RESOLVED: That as, in all the circumstances of 
the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighed the public interest in disclosing the 
information, members of the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item of business in accordance with Sub-



Section 4 of Section 100A of the Local Government Act 
1972 because it was likely that, in view of the nature of 
the business, exempt information would be disclosed, 
being information defined in Section 100 (1) and 
paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act 1972. 

(N.B. The following Councillors declared a Disclosable Other Interest 
in the following item of business as they were all Non-Executive 
Directors of Halton Transport Ltd, and left the room prior to 
consideration of the item:- Councillors MacManus, Morley, Wharton 
and Zygadllo)

COU27 HALTON BOROUGH TRANSPORT LIMITED

The Council considered a report of the Chief 
Executive, on Halton Borough Transport Limited.

RESOLVED: That Members note and support the 
recommendations as set out in the report.

Chief Executive 

Meeting ended at 7.00 p.m.


